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Let us recapitulate the facts, not as Sir C. P.
would fain have us believe but as they are recorded
in history. Travancore entered the treaty map in the
year 1795, when it agreed to maintain a subsidiary
force within its territory. Additions were made to
the 1795 treaty in 1805 as ' the intentions of the
original treaty were not fulfilled.' Article 9 of the
treaty of 1805 ran thus:
' His Highness hereby promises to pay at all
times the utmost attention to such advice as the
English Government shall occasionally judge it neces-
sary to offer in view of the economy of finance,
better collection of his revenues, the administration
of justice, the extension of commerce, the encourage-
ment of trade, agriculture and industry or any other
objects connected with the advancement of His
Highness' interests and the happiness of the people/
(Italics mine.)
The treaty also stipulated for the Company assum-
ing the government of the country 4 if the subsidy
should not be regularly paid.' The British control
was resented by the State, and in 1809 the Dewans
of Travancore and Cochin combined to offer armed
resistance to the British. * A military force was
despatched by the Madras Government and the rising
was quelled with excessive severity. The Dewan
fled when beaten, and killed himself. His body was
gibbetted at Trivandrum.''*
It is idle to pretend in the face of this that the
treaty relations of Travancore with the Crown are of
a contractual nature as between equal sovereigns that
cannot be set aside or altered by unilateral action on
the part of the Crown. No less relevant is the fact
that, irrespective of the original terms of the treaties,
half a century of sufferance and political practice has
reduced all States, big and small, to a position of
* Wilson: Mill's History of India, p. 256-57.